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in Section 152, a fact made clear by a decision of the Supreme
Court in 1937. At its passage the implications of the Statute
of Westminster were well understood, and for South Africa
no safeguards were introduced like those intended to protect
the constitutions of Canada, Australia, and Xew Zealand.
But there was an understanding between political leaders,
expressed in 1934 by the speaker of the assembly, that In
future amendments of the entrenched sections the procedure
of Section 152 in the South Africa Act would be followed.15
Time alone will determine whether this procedure is to
become a rigid convention of the constitution.
Joint sittings between the two houses to overcome dead-
lock in ordinary legislation are governed by Section 63 in the
South Africa Act.16 When the Senate rejects a money bill,
the governor-general may call a joint sitting within the same
session. In other than money bills the contentious measures,
after senatorial rejection or amendment in one session, must
be reintroduced in the next, and, if the houses still disagree,
the governor-general may convene a joint sitting, at which
only a majority of the combined membership present is
necessary for passage of a bill, unlike joint sittings under
Section 152, wherein the proposed bill must be accepted by
two-thirds of the total number of members of both houses.
Significantly, for bills initiated within the Senate, no pro-
vision exists for a joint sitting, a fact which tends to confine
the introduction of contentious measures to the lower house.
In contrast with the Australian law, no dissolution of Parlia-
ment is necessary before the convening of a joint sitting.
The number of members in the South African Senate, more-
over, is less than one-third that in the lower chamber, whereas
in the Australian Senate it is one-half, a fact which gives in
the latter case a greater weight in a joint sitting to the
upper house.
Like the second chambers in the other Dominions the
Senate of South Africa has played no very distinguished role
within the state. In its ranks it has some men of mature
experience and unquestioned ability who can discuss national
^Debates of the House of Assembly, 19M, col. 2736.
"Between 1910-40 joint sittings under Section. 63 were held for three bills,
and in each case the contentious measure was accepted.